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Personal safety workshop increases awareness
By CATHY BONGERS
Staff Writer

Lt. Mike Kutzke of the
Moorhead Police Department
discussed personal safety and
the difference between protection, which is before it
becomes physical, and selfdefense, which is after it
becomes physical.
During a seminar Wednesday
at the Women’s Center, Kutzke
recommended being aware of
your surroundings while talking on cell phones and staying

with or near a group of people.
“Trust your instincts,” he
said, and look for things that
“give you the creepies.”
He advised people to know
exit location, scan the room
when in private residences and
routinely check cars before getting in them, even though it
may feel awkward.
“You need to get used to doing
things that are uncomfortable
to be safe,” said Kutzke, who
also works as an adjunct professor for the criminal justice
department at MSUM.

“You can
after
Dru
Sjodin disapalso
use
things
in
peared last fall,
It is evident there is
the environthe center held
still a lot of fear
ment
to
a forum on
in the community.
keep
you
safety.
“But, it is evisafe,”
he
Amanda Krotshusk
said, pointdent there is
Director, MSUM Women’s Center
ing out that
still a lot of
creating
fear in the
space and
community,”
time with objects or distrac- Krotshusk said.
tions will allow for more reacKrotshusk, Lynn Peterson of
tion time.
Hendrix Health Center and
Amanda Krotshusk, director Ferman Woodberry of Campus
of the Women’s Center, said Security decided to plan

“

another event to help people
feel safer.
Young women are more at
risk than young men to be victims of sexual assault, while
men are more often victims of
general assault than women,
Kutzke said.
According
to
Campus
Security’s incident report, there
have been four cases of sexual
assault, including three rapes,
reported since September.
Bongers can be reached
at bongerca@mnstate.edu.

Gallo works to make learning fun
By GRETA LIPPERT
Staff Writer

If you had to be the leader of
a foreign country, which country would it be?
Michael Gallo, a fixed-term
instructor in the MSUM elementary and early childhood
education department, often
begins class with a question
like that. For more than 20
years, his unique teaching
strategies have aimed to provoke thoughtfulness and a
passion for learning in his students both in and out of the
classroom.
“I always felt teaching was a
calling of mine. I really enjoy
working with children. It fits
my personality and energy
level,” Gallo said.
Gallo then came to MSUM
and began working in the
Early Childhood Center. For
16 years he worked with children ages 3 to 6 years in the
preschool and has been working the past five years in the
elementary and early childhood education department.
Growing up with Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder,

“

I care about my students
and want them to make
learning a lifetime quest.
Michael Gallo
MSUM education professor

Gallo realizes the importance
of focusing on creativity in his
teaching, keeping in mind different learning styles.
Gallo recalls his own childhood at a Catholic school
where there was a shortage of
special needs teachers to help
him. “Because of my condition, I got my mouth taped
shut ... I was loud and tended
to blurt things out. Once I was
even tied to my desk, just so
my teachers could keep me in
one spot.”
Gallo makes an effort to connect his own life to his teaching strategies. “When my cat
was ill and dying, I made an
effort to talk about it with my
preschoolers. Every day, the
children would ask me questions about my cat, because
they cared,” he said.

In an effort to interact with
his students, Gallo would visit
them at their homes in the fall
and invite them to his house
in the spring.
“The spring after my cat
died,” Gallo added, “when the
children came over to my
house, they gathered around
the cat’s grave in the back
yard. It was a touching
moment because they were all
so somber.”
Several years later, Gallo ran
into one of the same students
in Wal-Mart. “He came up to
me and mentioned my cat ...
It’s amazing how one small
thing can have such a big
impact on a child.”
“I don’t like to lecture in the
classroom,” Gallo admitted.
“Students respond and learn
best when I bring in concrete
examples.” He utilizes a lot of
storytelling and seeks to get
away from repetitious teaching practices.
What makes Gallo truly
unique is his puppets. “I compare puppets to computer
software,” he said. “They’re a
type of ‘soft-wear’ used to educate, but puppets won’t
‘crash,’ and
they don’t
r e q u i r e
p o w e r —
except for
the power of
the imagination.
I
have found
that
students of all
a g e s
respond
exceptionally well to
t h e m
because
they incorporate
all
the senses. “
Gallo and
his wife own
a
puppetm a k i n g
business,

and they have
traveled to art
shows in several
states including
Wisconsin,
Colorado
and
Vermont.
Gallo is also a
student at the
University
of
North Dakota,
Grand
Forks,
working on his
Ph.D., in hopes
it will bring more
options to his
career.
As a fixed-term
instructor, he is
employed
for
nine month periods. Yet here at
MSUM,
Gallo
feels a “great faculty” surrounds
him, and he
PHOTOS BY BRITTA TRYGSTAD
“enjoys the collaboration with Above: Michael Gallo speaks to junior Heidi
different depart- Vian during his foundations of literacy
ments” because course as she reviews language concepts.
as he believes, Below left: Gallo demonstrates an activity to
“teaching
is Vian, and sophomores Kristen Schumacher
about looking at and Tara Rosenow. The phrases on the
different ideas. candy hearts represent concepts of lanEveryone has an guage acquisition.
effect on children
also enjoys writing and jour... it’s a team effort.”
He notes that he gained valu- naling.
Gallo believes the most
able knowledge during the four
months he spent in Japan rewarding aspect of being a
while in college. He taught teacher is seeing his students
English to housewives, busi- become excited and passionate
nessmen and students. He about teaching and learning.
Gallo said, “Whether it’s
believes “every teacher should
spend time in a different coun- learning about dinosaurs and
try, because it makes one outer space with the very
appreciate different customs, young, or working with college
and it humbles your own life. students about emergent literGreat experiences will impact acy, the potential of play and
developmentally appropriate
your teaching,” he said.
“Keeping my life organized is practices, the key is creating
one of the biggest challenges questions and curiosity, and
for me,” he noted. Gallo also searching for answers ... I care
makes an effort to “get back about my students and want
into nature.” Currently he is them to make learning a lifeplanning a backpacking trip time quest.”
with his daughter. “Even
Lippert can be reached
though I love people,” Gallo
at
lippergr@mnstate.edu.
said, “I also love solitude.” He
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ragons’
en 2.26 — 3.3

NEWS BRIEFS
Bowl turkeys

Organizational events
on campus

2.27
Non-Traditional Student
Association, noon, CMU 225.
3.1
Public Relations Student Society
of America, 2 p.m., mass communications office.
3.1
Milkshakes at Kroll’s with Delta
Zeta, 9 p.m., CMU.
3.2
Campus Crusade, 9 p.m., CB.
Get your organization listed
in the Dragons’ Den or your
event listed in the Hap. Send
us the time, date and location
of your next event.
advocate@mnstate.edu

S ecurity
Report

2.16 — 2.22

2.16 Parking violation in parking lot E.
2.16 911 hang up off campus.
2.17 Parking violation in parking lot A.
2.18 Parking violation in parking lot S.
2.19 Vandalism in CMU.
2.19 Theft in CA.
2.19 Assault in East Snarr.
2.19 Vandalism in South
Snarr.
2.20 911 hang up on campus.
2.20 Parking lot violation in
parking lot D.
2.21 Nothing reported.
2.22 Nothing reported.

Theater presents
‘Othello’ today

Faculty lecture
rescheduled

Aquila Theatre Company
presents “Othello” at 7:30
p.m. today (Thursday) in the
Hansen Theatre.
The MSUM Cheryl Nelson
Lossett Performing Arts Series
is proud to bring this innovative and dynamic theater company to campus.
“Set in a hotbed of racial
hatred, jealousy and mistrust,
‘Othello’ explores the destruction of a noble spirit.” Aquila's
production finds a unique setting capable of bringing relevance and clarity to this great
Shakespearean tragedy.
MSUM student tickets are
available at the MSUM box
office in the CA lobby for $6.
Stop by or call 477-2271 to
purchase tickets.
For more information contact Amber Gamradt gamradam@mnstate.edu.

Due to a scheduling conflict,
the
Dille
Distinguished
Faculty Lecture featuring Dr.
Susan Imbarrato has been
moved
to
4:30
p.m.
Wednesday in CB 111.
A reception will follow in the
CB Atrium.

Students help
others with taxes

THE

SARAH OLSONAWSKI/THE ADVOCATE

Sadie Huss, speech-language pathology graduate student,
throws a turkey for points during Turkey Bowling, Feb. 19.
Student organizations had a chance to win points at a variety of
Dragon Frost events like this one.

Battle the bands
Campus Activities Board presents Battle of the Bands from
noon to 5 p.m. Saturday in the
CMU Ballroom. Admission is
$2 for MSUM students with ID
and $5 for general admission.

Thursday, Feb. 26, 2004

A group of MSUM accounting majors, trained in class
and tested by the Internal
Revenue Service, will help
people complete income tax
forms during March. Visit
them from 6 to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays in West Acres
(use
the
entrance
by
Grizzly’s), and from 1 to 3
p.m. Fridays in CB 212.
The students, working with
the IRS Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance
program,
will
answer questions and help fill
out individual income tax
forms. Free federal and state
electronic filing will also be
available.
For more information about
this service, contact the
accounting department at 4774646.
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Not when the game’s so popular ...

Gambling on a poker career
isn’t a long shot anymore
By GLENN TORNELL
Special to The Advocate

Paul Carney spends about
10 hours a week playing poker
online to keep his game sharp.
It may seem like a long shot,
but the MSUM mass communications major hopes to parlay his journalism and cardplaying skills into a career in
what’s becoming a boom
industry––poker.
“In the past couple of years,
poker has absolutely skyrocketed in popularity,” said
Carney, who recently put his
poker knowledge to work on a
term paper for a pop culture
class. The paper’s title: “Poker:
Soon
to
be
America’s
Pastime.”
He’s off to a good start; he
aced the assignment.
“More than 50 million
Americans
play
poker,
whether it’s at the casinos or
in their own living rooms,”
said Carney, who, when not in
school, is a regular at the
Canterbury Park Card Club
tables near his hometown of
Savage, Minn.
“You can play it on the
Internet, watch it on television, see it in movies or read
about it in books and specialty magazines,” he said.
Carney’s interest in what
was once considered “an old
man’s game” started innocently enough—playing hearts, gin
and other card games when he
was a kid.
But the clincher was being
mesmerized by the 1998 Matt
Damon movie “Rounders,”
now a cult flick, about a
reformed gambler who returns
to play big stakes poker to
help a friend pay off loan
sharks.
“It really sparked my interest
in the game,” he said,
“because it exposed me to the
subculture of card playing I
never knew existed. I’ve been
an avid poker player for the
last two years, and I take it
seriously. Most of my best
friends are poker pals. I’m
always trying to find ways to
keep my game sharp.”
It’s paying off. Not long ago
Carney placed second in a
200-man poker tournament
with a $35 entry fee. He won
$700.
Last year, like a million other
Americans,
he
watched
unknown Chris Moneymaker
on ESPN television win the
34th annual World Series of
Poker at Binions Horseshoe
Hotel & Casino.
Moneymaker (his real name),
a
34-year-old
Tennessee
accountant and amateur
poker player, turned a $40
entry fee on an Internet poker
room into $2.5 million (that’s
more than the Kentucky
Derby winner earns). Last
year he won what’s reverentially referred to, at least in
poker circles, as “The Big
One,” or simply the WSOP.
For Moneymaker, who perfected his skills on Internet
poker sites, the “World Series”
was the first live tournament
he ever played in.

More than 800 entrants from
27 countries paid $10,000 to
play in the WSOP last year.
“This year’s event is expected
to attract more than 1,000
players,” Carney said.
And about half of them will
have their entry fees paid by
Internet sites.
“If I’m a weekend golfer, it’s
inconceivable that I could play
against Tiger Woods in the
Master’s
Tournament,”
Carney said. “That’s not the
case with poker. The last two
years, amateurs have won the
WSOP. I mean, even Bill Gates
is an avid poker player.”
While the notion that anyone
can win at poker is a driving
force, Carney said, television
is largely responsible for
poker’s current popularity.
“In 2001, only ESPN televised poker, and only rarely,”
he said. “In 2002, the Travel
Channel started showing its
World Poker Tour once a week,
now its highest rated show.
Last year, Fox Sports Net and
Bravo jumped on the bandwagon. I wouldn’t be surprised if one of the major networks came out with a show
this year.”
It’s reality television at its
best, including color commentators, tiny cameras that
reveal the hole cards of each
player to the audience, and
pop-up graphics showing the
odds for each hand.
Meanwhile, Internet poker,
operated mostly by offshore
corporations from places like
Costa Rica and Antigua, is
growing off the charts. Some
estimates suggest it’s multiplied six-fold in just the past
year.
More than a million bucks a
day, Carney said, are being
bet online daily.
Online gambling works the
same as the real game, except
players are individually connected to each table through
software applications and
servers. They buy chips in dollars with credit cards and
have their winnings refunded
back to the plastic. The dealer,
a mathematical algorithm, is
impartial. The house makes
its money taking a small rake
from the winning pots.
The Internet, Carney said,
also offers novices a chance to
sample poker with no-money
and small-change games.
Credibility, however, can be
an issue at any gambling site.
“I haven’t had any problems,
but it’s possible some of them
could be shady operations
aimed at fleecing unsuspecting players,” Carney said.
While playing at an online
casino may be illegal, he
said, the game’s popularity
and gambling regulations are
destined for a headon collision soon.
Poker
was
supposedly
invented over beers and cigars
on Mississippi riverboats in
the 1880s, expanding into
variations ranging from sevencard no peek to strip poker.
“Today’s top game is called
no-limit Texas Hold ‘em, also
called the Cadillac of poker,”

Carney said. “You can play
about 40 hands an hour, and
anything can happen. It’s very
exciting.”
In the game, he said, each
player is dealt two hole cards
(also called “the pocket”). The
table will then be dealt three
community cards used by all
players (called “the flop”), followed by a fourth community
card (called “fourth street” or
“the turn”) and the fifth community card (called “fifth
street” or “the river”). The best
five-card hand wins. At any
point, a player can go “all-in,”
betting every chip.
“I play poker because I love
to win and compete,” Carney
said. “My main interest, however, is the thinking aspect of
the game. The top players are
usually college graduates, and
many are considered geniuses.”
The abiding question is, for
both the law and the players:

Is poker a game of chance, or
a game of skill?
“Good fortune will win the
odd big hand,” Carney said.
“In the long run, though,
poker involves strategy, card
sense, discipline and experience.
Every hand you play, you
learn something new, whether
it is about a player or your
own game. The only thing
that’s
natural
is
instinct––being able to read
someone or feel what the next
card is going to be. But that’s
an oddity,” he said.
Or as the gambler says in the
Kenny Rogers song: "If you're
gonna play the game, boy, ya
gotta learn to play it right.”
Nevertheless, Carney usually
carries a lucky charm, a silver
medallion shaped in a dollar
sign that he places over his
cards.

❒ POKER, back page
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Paul Carney plans a career
that involves both his journalism degree and poker skills in
the booming poker industry.
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Advocate editorial board
Alicia Strnad
Editor

Sarah Olsonawski
Features Editor

Ashley Johnk
Opinion Editor

Professors
make life
on campus
interesting,
worthwhile
They’re everywhere.
They’re walking across campus. They’re sitting in
offices. They’re talking with students. They’re
leading classes. They’re assigning work. They’re
writing references. They’re guiding students.
They’re professors.
This campus is full of people who have dedicated
their lives to helping us—from President Barden
to “Kise Jean” to the staff of the financial aid
office to the general maintenance workers—and
every one of them is important. An integral part of
the university community, professors symbolize
what all of us students are supposed to be here
for: learning.
To help spread the word on the important function of our professors and to let students know
about a few of our professors, The Advocate is
starting a new semi-regular feature profiling professors.
In the next few weeks and months, we hope to
profile a variety of professors from a variety of
departments to illustrate a sample of the teaching
talent we have at MSUM.
This week’s profile is Michael Gallo, an early
childhood education professor. Gallo’s innovative
teaching methods and unique perspective on life
make him a favorite among his students. He’s
taught in Japan and appears every year at the
Downtown Fargo Street Fair selling the puppets
he and his wife make.
If you know of a professor who has made a difference in the lives of his or her students—
through their knowledge of their subject, their
love of their work or any of the other things professors do to make college life a little more interesting—let us know. Nominate a professor for a
profile by e-mailing us at advocate@mnstate.edu
or stop by our office, CMU 110.
Show your professors that you appreciate them.
Or else they’ll fail you.

The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily those
of the college administration, faculty or student body. The Advocate
encourages letters to the editor and Your Turn submissions. They
should be typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation and any
affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130, dropped off in The Advocate office or e-mailed
to advocate@mnstate.edu.

MSUM athletes reflect
university in disrespectful light
As a graduating senior
here
at
MSUM,
I
assumed I would be able
to attend the men’s and
women’s
basketball
games and enjoy myself.
However, on Saturday, Jan.
24, I found that was not possible.
As the women’s game neared
the end, the bleachers started
to fill up with family, friends,
students and fans. My friends
and I soon found ourselves surrounded by a select group of
boys and girls who were behaving immaturely.
In my three years of college, I
never thought I would be so
embarrassed to say I am a student and future grad of MSUM
as I was that night. Of course,
there was the usual cheering
for the team, booing of the refs,
along with which came obscene
chants from these boys and
girls about the other team.
As I was sitting there watching the back of one individual
standing in front of me, I listened to the people around me
who were in disbelief of this
group’s chants.
However, it gets worse. When
I was continuing my attempt to
watch the game, I heard one of
my friends say to me, “Watch
out Michelle,” and “That’s disgusting.” A few members of a
certain sports team (males)

Letters

to the

I have to admit, having chew spit on me is
probably the most
rude, disgusting and
unbelievable thing that
has ever happened to
me. If security actually cared, I
don’t think this would have
happened. Not only was my
shirt ruined, but by allowing
these fellow athletic teammates
chew and spit tobacco on the
floor, our bleachers were also
ruined.
If we want to keep our gym
nice and new, why are these
“athletes” allowed to come in
and ruin it? These hideously
dressed drunk fools are ruining the bleachers and making
people not want to attend
basketball games.
I understand people want to
have a good time, as do I, but
if getting drunk, acting like
fools, ruining school property
and embarrassing the rest of
the students who actually go
to watch the games is what
you call fun, maybe you
should rethink the meaning
of the word fun. I don’t know
of anyone who has ever
caused a scene like this at
football games.
Anyway, whether you go to
games or not, I just want to
make everyone aware of
what happened.

editor

were chewing tobacco and spitting it on the floor of the bleachers. I guess my bright pink
shirt looked like the floor
because I was a victim of chew
being spit on me.
After these males pleaded
innocent to spitting on me,
they told me if I didn’t like it I
could go home. I attempted to
inform a security guard, since
Nemzek is a tobacco-free
building. However, I just got a
roll of the eyes and a muttered
“Yeah, yeah.”
As a person paying a student
activity fee, I feel something
should have been done about
this. I feel everyone paying the
student activity fee should
know these boys are spitting
tobacco on our bleacher floors
and ruining them.
I do not believe you see basketball players going to, say, a
football game drunk and yelling
obscenities at the refs or the
other team. I know there are
always people who are going to
show up drunk to any sporting
event. However, when there are
young kids around who look up
to college students, I don’t feel
MSUM is represented well.

U.S. attacks on Iraq not justifiable
The war in Iraq is the epitome
of aggressive warfare. Iraq did
not attack the United States.
Nor is there any evidence linking Saddam Hussein to the
murderous terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001. Therefore, the United States
had no right to attack Iraq.
I believe the United States should only go to
war in self-defense or to defend other democracies from hostile attack by dictatorial
nations, when such defense is requested and
is possible for the United States to render.
Only Congress should have the power to
commit our nation to war. No president
should have this authority. It is truly sad that
Congress has not exercised its Constitutional
mandate since 1942, when it declared war on
the “junior” Axis powers (Bulgaria, Hungary
and Romania). When it comes to war,

Congress behaves as little
more than a rubber stamp for
the president’s actions.
Many justifications have been
offered for this war. The two
most common are Saddam
Hussein’s programs, weapons of mass
destruction (WMD), in defiance of the U.N.’s
resolutions; and the desire to topple Saddam,
a terrible tyrant, and establish democracy in
Iraq. As far as I’m concerned, neither justifies
the war.
To date, the formidable WMD arsenal
President Bush accused Saddam of harboring
has not been found. To me, the WMD argument never justified the war. Of course I don’t
want dictators like Saddam to have WMD.
But as long as he did not deploy them against

Your turn

❒ OLSON, page 5
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Time spent on homework is better spent surfing the Web
Writing
a g a i n
about the
middle of
w i n t e r
blues.
I
don’t know
about you
SAMANTHA all,
but
MILLER
man,
I
sure could
Columnist
use a cou“I don’t know about
ple of menyou all, but man, I
sure could use a coutal health
ple of mental health
d a y s .
days.”
Days when
you don’t
have to think about class,
work or anything. You just sit
around all day and watch bad
television, munch on some
pizza or Krispy Kremes and
just generally do nothing.
Since I’m unable to grant
that wish to everyone, I will
provide you with some
Internet sites to aid you in the

homework process. Well, they
may not aid as much as they
may distract, but surf away!
—
Homestar
Runner:
www.homestarrunner.com
This Web site was introduced to me more than a year
ago, and it’s a weekly staple in
the sites I frequent. Two
brothers run this site, which
uses flash cartoons. There are
short cartoons and longer
ones. The brothers have created a world of fun characters, especially “Strong Bad.” I
suggest you check out the
Strong
Bad
e-mails, where he answers
questions from visitors. And
yes, the e-mails are real.
— Television Without Pity:
www.televisionwithoutpity.com
If you like television, you will
love this site. The theme of
snarkiness runs rampant on
the site. Its re-cappers
remember every excruciating

detail about the latest episode
of your favorite TV show. If
reading detailed descriptions
of the shows isn’t enough, you
can go to the forums and chat
with other TV nerds just like
yourself.
— The Onion: www.the
onion.com
Claiming
it’s
America’s
finest news source, The
Onion is a great news parody
Web site. Everything is written so that you question
whether the things are real,
but hopefully you’ll realize
things aren’t. The A.V. Club
section deals with entertainment news, and it features
several interviews. My personal favorites are the infographics and the ‘what do
you think’ sections. Both
make me laugh out loud.
— Beat Greets: www.beat
greets.com
Do you like annoying peo-

ple? Or sending people ecards? Beat Greets is the best
one out there. Not only do you
get to send fun cards, but
they also play music! How
sweet is that? It’s great if you
like to sarcastically send
sappy e-cards to your friend
who has no sense of humor.
It’ll open, and the music will
blare loudly when they aren’t
expecting it! Not that I’ve ever
done that or anything ...
— Eric Conveys an
Emotion: www.emotion
eric.com
I was just made aware of
this site, but I know it’s one
that I will be visiting a lot. I
mean, how could you not
want to see a man express
emotions? The basic set-up of
this site is that a guy, Eric,
will convey an emotion on
demand. You send him an email saying what emotion
you’d like to see, and he’ll

College students: beware of Spring Break Scams
For many college students,
Spring Break offers the chance
to take a break from the stresses of academic life and get
away from the cold Minnesota
winter by traveling south.
There are many travel options
available, ranging from organized tours to planning the trip
yourself. Although such vacations can be an opportunity to
have a fun experience in a new
surrounding, travel plans can
be ruined if you sign up for a
vacation package with a fraudulent operator.
Every year, some students
complain that they were swindled out of their money by
unscrupulous operators who
did not deliver what they
promised. In some cases, companies made significant alterations to their travel plans at
the last minute or tacked on
additional fees. In others,
package arrangements such as
hotel accommodations turned
out to be nonexistent or substandard. In worst case scenarios, students were sold
packages that did not even
exist and the “company” disappeared before they could
obtain a refund.
Don’t let these things happen
to you. By taking a few precautions, you can contact a reputable company and make

travel plans that make sense
for you. The following tips can
help you protect yourself and
ensure that you get the travel
package that you are expecting:
Purchase the travel package
from a company you know. If
you’re not familiar with a company, check its reputation.
Many travel organizations
belong to professional associations such as the American
Society of Travel Agents, the
National Tour Association or
the U.S. Tour Operators
Association. If you decide to
buy a ticket online, make sure
you purchase a ticket from a
reputable company. Always
research a company first and
make sure it is right for you
before you sign on the dotted
line.
Get it in writing. Some
unscrupulous operators tack
on additional fees and other
charges that are not verbally
disclosed in the initial sales
pitch. Verify all arrangements
in writing before you pay,
including the total cost (including taxes, fees and charges),
restrictions,
cancellation
penalties and the exact names
of airlines and hotels. Never
sign contracts that contain
blank spaces.
Read the fine print. Watch

out for travel opportunities
that are “subject to availability”
or can’t be used during the holiday or peak seasons. Words
such as “offer” or “package”
can be indicators of hidden
fees or complex payment
arrangements.
Don’t feel rushed. If a company is trying to rush you, it
may be trying to scam you
before you have enough time to
think about it. Don’t deal with
companies that request payment in advance or rushed
payments.
Beware of “free trip” solicitations or “too good to be
true” offers. Be suspicious of
postcards, letters, bulk e-mails
or phone solicitations claiming
you’ve won a free trip. These
offers usually don’t disclose
the hidden fees involved, such
as deposits, surcharges, excessive handling fees, taxes or
specific eligibility requirements. The Federal Trade
Commission lists receiving a
vacation prize promotion as
one of 12 scams most likely to
arrive via bulk e-mail. Also be
wary of rock bottom prices that
are simply too good to be true.
Watch out for vouchers.
Steer clear of travel offers that
ask you to redeem vouchers or
certificates from out-of-state
companies. The offers are usu-

ally valid only for a limited time
and on a space-available basis.
Pay with a credit card.
Consider using a credit card to
make your purchase. Under a
federal law known as the Fair
Credit Billing Act, consumers
have the right to file a written
dispute with their credit card
company if they are charged
for products or services which
they did not receive. If the
credit card company’s investigation rules in your favor, it
may reverse the charges. Never
give out your credit card, however, to a company you don’t
know. Minnesota Attorney
General’s
Of fice:
www.ag.state.mn.us
Verify the charter operator’s name. If a vacation
Better Business Bureau package uses a charter flight, get
the charter operator’s 2706
Gannon Road name, address
and verify its registration with
the U.S.
Department of
Transportation, Public Charter
licensing (651) 699-1111 division at (202) 366-2396. Toll
free:
1-800-646-6222
www.bbb.com

Minnesota Attorney
General’s Office

emote. How great is that?
Seriously. That someone can
make a site like this and have
so many requests is great.
— Penguin and Yeti Game:
http://n.ethz.ch/student/mk
os/pinguin.swf
You won’t see this on Yahoo!
Games. And if you are fond of
penguins, you probably won’t
like this, but keep in mind it’s
a little computer penguin. No
penguins
were
actually
harmed. The penguin slides
down a pile of snow, and the
yeti smacks him like a baseball. See how far you can hit
the penguin!
That’s all I have this week. I
hope these will keep you
occupied until Spring Break.
I mean, um, help you on your
study breaks. Because everyone is studying hard, right?
Miller can be reached
at lefty-smiller@hotmail.com.

❒ OLSON, from 4
the United States, we have
no right to attack him.
Some argue the war is justified because the United
States toppled a brutal dictator and is trying to build
democracy in Iraq. I’m a
strong believer in democracy.
I have absolutely no sympathy
for
dictators
like
Saddam. I support the efforts
of people struggling to overthrow tyrants. I do not, however, believe the United
States should forcibly bring
democracy to other nations.
Our country can condemn
dictators, impose reasonable
sanctions on them, and give
moral support to those
resisting tyranny, but should
never engage in aggressive
warfare to topple dictators.
This war is unjust. My criticism of the war is not directed toward the American soldiers fighting in Iraq. I have a
great deal of respect for
them. It is directed towards
the Bush Administration,
which began this war. Since
the United States had no
right to go to war with Iraq, I
believe it should immediately
withdraw all its forces from
Iraq.
Doug Olson
MSUM junior
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From left: Wayne Pop (Aaron Vattano) and Harold the janitor (Roger Donzelli) battle in “The Custodial Code,” written and directed by Andrew Zilch.

Fargo Theatre
kicks off its
fourth film
celebration
By CATHY BONGERS
Staff Writer

The Fourth Annual Fargo Film Festival
will be held March 3-6 at the Historic
Fargo Theatre in downtown Fargo.
An award is given in each of the seven
categories of film, including narrative
feature or short, documentary feature or
short, animation and experimental, student films and Native American voices.
According to the festival’s Web site, the
event will include luncheons, pre-parties, informational presentations and
discussion panels on issues concerning
filmmaking.
The festival is a great chance for filmmakers to win awards and show off their
art to an audience on the big screen in
Fargo’s restored Art Deco theatre.
Selected films and awards have been
chosen, and they can be viewed on the
festival’s Web site, www.fargofilmfestival.com.

2004 Box Office
Prices
Fargo Film Festival 2004 Box Office
Prices:
The Heckuva Deal Pass—$75 for
non-students/$50 for students:
Includes all Fargo Film Festival
screenings, workshops, and parties.
The Good Deal Pass—$30/$20 for
students: Includes all Fargo Film
Festival screenings.
The Notta Bad Deal Pass—$25/$15
for students: Includes one day of Fargo
Film Festival events and screenings.
Evening Party and Movie Pass: $10
Single Film Session Admission: $5
Single Luncheon Admission: $5
Reservations can be made in advance.
Call (701) 239-8385 for details.

Minnesota native hits big in film world
By HEIDI REULE
Copy Editor

Every year, aspiring young filmmakers
venture to what settlers called the land
of opportunity, Los Angeles. Whether it
be selling a screenplay, pushing their
blockbuster ideas or testing their skills
in acting, these filmmakers hope to realize their dreams.
Many won’t make it, but some are
luckier than others. It’s all a matter of
getting your foot in the door.
Concordia ex-patriate Andrew Zilch
didn’t just get his foot in the door; he
went all the way through it. It started
with an idea, and now his vision will unfold on the silver screen of the Fargo
Theatre.
Although growing up in the small town
of
Litchfield,
Minn.,
didn’t
present many opportunities, Zilch and
his friends managed to create more than
a dozen films during high school.
In 1999, the Chicago Underground
Adventure Film Festival awarded “Rich,
Summer Soil” with the Grand Prize
award. Then he moved forward and overseas to intern at the 1999 Cannes
Film Festival.
He currently resides in L.A., where he
has worked as a storyboard coordinator
for Steven Spielberg’s “A.I.” and with
“Rushmore” actor Seymour Cassel.
His most recent masterpiece, “The
Custodial Code,” was the most difficult
to create. This was also his most ambitious. He said. “(We had to shoot) lots of
shots to make it believable ... it’s an action film,” Zilch said.
The idea came to him during the summer of 1997, when he worked as a janitor. He collaborated on the script with
longtime friend Chadd Smith, and from
there they went in search of producers.
Finally in January 2001, co-producers
Jessica Otto and James Vidal helped
shape the script. Shot on 35mm film,
the production took two weekends and
wrapped up by June 23, 2002.
According to a press release, “The
Custodial Code” is an action-packed
comedy that features ordinary janitors
as extraordinary heroes.
Although he has learned other elements of film, Zilch’s true joy comes
from directing. “I never went the route of

ate reaction. With drama, people
internalize it, so you don’t know if
you like it or not,” he said.
Zilch delineates upon humor and
absurdity for the basis of his films.
I never went the route of studying He described one of his favorites,
one major craft, but directing is
“Being John Malkovich,” as enwhat I enjoy the most. It’s really a compassing “absurdist humor and
really risky.” He likes the visual
rush to see an idea come to its
style of Stanley Kubrick and the
own through actors ... (you have
great stories of Billy Wilder.
to) speak to them so they underFor now, Zilch plans to make
stand you without compromising more
films and promote his curtheir abilities.
rent film, which makes its Fargo
debut at 1:50 p.m. March 6 at the
historic Fargo Theatre.
Andrew Zilch
The Fourth Annual Fargo Film
Director
Festival begins Wednesday and
continues through March 6, 2004.
Film Synopsis:
It’s just another routine day at
the office when a mysterious hoolistudying one major craft, but directing gan unexpectedly attacks Phil in the
is what I enjoy the most,” he said. “It’s men’s restroom. His attacker, Wayne
really a rush to see an idea come to its Pop, is a bizarre figure who defies natown through actors.”
ural law.
Working with actors and actresses can
Confused and battered, Phil seeks help
be difficult at times. Sometimes person- from his company’s elderly janitor,
alities clash, or sometimes they just Harold. Harold explains that Wayne Pop
don’t know what the director envisioned. is the custodian’s true enemy—the emZilch said, “(You have to) speak to them bodiment of disorder. The aging warrior
so they understand you without compro- must wage custodial battle, but he canmising their abilities ... allow them to do not do it alone. He needs Phil’s help.
what they are talented at ... and have
Reluctant at first, Phil becomes captitrust.”
vated by Harold’s world in which cleanBefore beginning the final shooting, ing products are more than tools for the
Zilch had the actors rehearse as much job—they are weapons in the fight beas possible. He allowed for improv, but tween good and evil. Harold puts the
said, “When you’re behind schedule it’s young office worker through a rigorous
hard to justify working off the page.”
training session. They twirl mops, fire
Jordan Belfi (Phil) appeared on “Buffy cleansers at targets and strategize for
the Vampire Slayer,” Roger Donzelli the approaching showdown with Wayne
(Harold) performed in the feature film Pop.
“Constructing Mulligan’s Stew,” Aaron
The moment finally arrives when
Vattano (Wayne Pop) produced, directed Harold and Phil, armed with an arsenal
and co-wrote the musical “Perfect Day” of cleaning supplies, battle with the misand Brett McDermid (Danny) performed chievous Wayne Pop. Although their surin many college productions. McDermid prise attack catches the villain offwas a member of the Shushpuppies guard, Wayne Pop is powerful and fights
Improv
Troupe
while
attending back. Throughout the absurd battle, the
Concordia College.
advantage teeters between the forces of
While some directors sample different clean and dirty, but it is the teamwork of
genres, many, like Zilch, try to fine-tune Harold and Phil that finally prevails.
and master their art within their favorite.
Reule can be reached
“I like to entertain people with comedy
at blueeyegrrl@aol.com.
because you can get more of an immedi-

“
▼

Guys from A Story Untold sound off
By ELISSA HOVLAND
A&E Editor

After a rocky start, changing members,
names and locations, freshmen Rob
Schmidt and John Dosch are taking the
time to speak up and tell the story of A
Story Untold.
Schmidt and Dosch are relaxing in
Schmidt’s dorm, Schmidt is crashed on
the couch with the phone held firmly to
his ear. He waves, smiles and says his
goodbyes while Dosch leans against the
wall flipping though a magazine.
Dosch, the newest addition to the band,
is the lead singer; Schmidt, who’s been
with the band since its beginning, is the
energetic drummer; Ryan Fisk, the
band’s bass player, and Ryan Voils, one
of the guitarists, both live in Grand
Forks, N.D., and Nick Turitto plays the
guitar and lends his vocals to Dosch.
So how did you get started with A
Story Untold?
Schmidt: Oh, it all started ...
Dosch: ... a long long time ago (They
both laugh).
Schmidt: No, no, it was my sophomore
year in high school, and we started this
band called Officer Tadpole. Oh it was
the worst noise ever ... it was me, Voils,
Fisk, oh and that other guy.
Dosch: Who?
Schmidt: Oh yeah, well we were with
our band, Johnny Quota. We kicked him
out and picked up Nick. We did a lot of
shows in Bismarck. We really made a
name for ourselves my junior year. But
then the bastards shipped off to college.
For eight months we didn’t do anything.
But then spring hit, and we started writ-

ing more melodic punk rock. (Dosch
silently nods in the back and flips the
page).
Schmidt: The summer after my senior
year, we toured Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Illinois and Indiana ... then Nick moved
to California. So we picked up John, got
Nick back, and yeah, here we are.
So John, how did you get involved
with A Story Untold?
Dosch: Well, I’ve been friends with
them since high school. I was always
bouncing in the front row; I hardly
missed a show. Basically they were down
in numbers, I thought I’d give it a try.
(Turning to Schmidt). How many shows
have we played together now?
Schmidt: Ah, seven? Yeah, two
months. I’ve been playing for as long as I
can remember.
Dosch: Well, I’m not a band slut. (They
laugh as Schmidt fakes being hurt.)
So what are your concerts typically
like?
Schmidt: Oh, they’re a doozy. There
can be anywhere from 20 to 300 people.
We’ve played shows where the audience
was the other bands.
Dosch: Yeah, I remember those.
Schmidt: We get there usually a little
late; shows never start on time anyway;
we always show up on time for us. We assess the situation, check out the stage, if
there is a stage (he laughs), and see how
the crowd’s reacting. We generally just go
out there to have a good time.
Dosch: If we’re not performing, we’re
out there supporting the other bands.
Onstage though, Rob’s always behind a
wall.
Schmidt: Yeah, my wall of drums.

Dosch: Those guys always tag team on
stage.
Schmidt: Sometimes they come and
visit me. Oh, this one time in Grand
Forks, Fisk tackled John into the
crowd. (Dosch laughs).
Schmidt: And I knocked some
of my drums around. In Mandan,
N.D. Fisk threw down his bass,
grabbed the mic and started screaming at the audience. They love it when
you scream at them.
So what style of music do you
play?
Schmidt: I’d be inclined to just
say ... If you like music, you know,
punk rock, screamo, we’ve evolved
off of indie hardcore music. Like the
Florida scene, around the lower East
Coast. We listen to bands like Hopes
Fall, Thrice, Coheed and Cambria ...
Dosch: Deftones are my favorite.
Schmidt: ... Beloved, Dead Poetic,
just bands we really enjoy listening
to.
Schmidt: (Laughing), Maybe I
shouldn’t tell you this ...
Dosch: You probably shouldn’t.
Schmidt: We were on our way to
Minot and were just like “Throw it
out! Throw it out! ... No, I won’t tell
you the story. I mean, this is a
school newspaper (Dosch laughs
and shakes his head).
Final last words:
Schmidt: If you come to our
show, expect to get your face
rocked off.
Hovland can be reached
at stargazingfish12@aol.com.

Who’s your favorite local band?

From left: Rob
Schmidt and John
Dosch.

ELISSA HOVLAND/ADVOCATE

Local musicians go
head to head
in Battle of the Bands

Saturday from noon to 5 p.m., local
bands will take the floor in the CMU ballroom to duel with guitars, drums and a
mic stand. Admission for MSUM students with a student ID is $2 and $5 for
general audiences. For more information
or questions call Nick at 477-2264 or
stop by the CAB office in room 231 of the
CMU.

Battle of the Bands line-up

“I’d say Ashton Ink, ‘cause
CAB wouldn’t let them or
our band play at Battle of the
Bands. Our music(The Brett
Garry Project) was too hard.”
—Brett Garry
sophomore

“A Story Untold, the drummer’s hot, and the guys are
great. Rob so owes me for
this.”
—Madison Heemstra
freshman

“The Brett Garry Project,
they’re just a bunch of
cool guys.”
—Matt Jarvela
freshman

“My Friend Squirrel. They
put on an awesome show;
they’re a good bunch of
guys.”
—Noah Sharpe-Stirewalt
freshman

Makeshift Empire
Venus in Furs
Bad Mojo
Operative
Indecisive
Messing with Texas
Left to Burn
Blue Fairy Godmothers
Magmas
Everwonder
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NEWS & NOTES

No place like it
MSUM wrestlers finish undefeated at home

Ranz

Schuster

Senior Cody Ranz moved up
two weight classes from 174 to
197 pounds and beat St. Cloud
State and decisioned Mikal
Peterson 3-2 Thursday.
The effort earned Ranz his first
NSIC wrestler of the week
award. He shared the record
with Northern State, Aberdeen,
S.D., wrestler Jamie Andersh.
Ranz was also named Dragon
athlete of the week. See the
story at right for more on Ranz
and the Dragons wrestlers.
Sophomore Heather Schuster
won the 800-meter run for the
third straight time Thursday at
the Bison Classic at the Bison
Sports Arena with a time of 2
minutes, 18.95 seconds.
Schuster was also named the
NSIC women’s track athlete of
the week and Dragon athlete of
the week. She has already provisionally qualified for the 2004
NCAA Division II National Indoor
Track and Field Championships.
Notes by Dustin Monke
Sports Editor and
MSUM athletic Web site

TRIVIA
1. Who was the last Minnesota
Twins player to be named AL
MVP, and what year was he
named?
2. Michael Jordan and Wilt
Chamberlain are tied for which
NBA all-time record?

By CASEY MOEN
Staff Writer

With the conference title
wrapped up and the regional
tournament looming, it would
have been easy for the MSUM
wrestling team to overlook St.
Cloud State.
As a team, the Dragons were
healthy and heavily favored in
the dual. For the seniors, it
represented their last opportunity to wrestle at home.
But instead of faltering, the
Dragons proved they are one
of the toughest teams in the
region, winning eight of 10
matches and defeating St.
Cloud State 33-7 Thursday at
Alex Nemzek Fieldhouse.
Senior Cody Ranz is a
prime example of why the
Dragons have been so tough
to beat. The 174-pound
senior wrestled St. Cloud
State’s 197-pound Mikal
Peterson and won a 3-2 decision for the Dragons.
“I knew we’d beat them, but
we beat them better than I
thought we would. It shows
we’re ready for the regional
tournament,” Ranz said. “I
think our guys really stepped
it up a notch. We’re really
wrestling more aggressively.”
MSUM
sophomore
Eric
Hageman wrestled at the 174
slot and pinned the Huskies’
Sean Beere. Freshman Jordan
Vallie also pinned his opponent
in the heavyweight match.
Senior Desmond Radunz won
an 11-3 major decision at 125
pounds, finishing the regular
season with a 21-2 record.
“I think it was definitely a good
way to finish the season,” Ranz
said. “It’s letting (other teams)

LIZZIE STARK/THE ADVOCATE

Senior Cody Ranz wrestles Mikal Peterson in the Dragons 33-7 win over St. Cloud State Thursday.
know we’re ready to go, and we
can compete with anybody.”
Ranz said the successful
season for the Dragons was
due to talented wrestlers and
a good coach.
“I think (MSUM head coach
Keenan Spiess is) doing an
excellent job,” Ranz said. “The
way he’s motivated us builds
our confidence and makes you
know how talented you are.”
The dual win was the fourth in
a row for MSUM. The Dragons
finished the dual season with
13 wins and only two losses.
The Dragons will enter the
NCAA Division II North Region
tournament in St. Cloud without having lost in nearly a
month. The regional will pit
wrestlers from six North
Central Conference schools
and four NSIC teams against
each other.
During the regular season,

the Dragons defeated regional
opponents Minnesota-Morris;
Southwest Minnesota State,
Marshall; Northern State,
Aberdeen, S.D.; South Dakota
State and St. Cloud State.
However, MSUM’s only dual
losses of the season were at the
hands of regional foes NDSU
and Minnesota State-Mankato.
The Dragons finished the
season undefeated at home.
Both losses came on the road.
However, finishing the month
of February with a perfect dual
record is a big confidence
booster, Spiess said.
“I think every guy we’re sending has got a chance,” he said.
Ranz agreed with his coach.
“We’re all pretty much ready
to go. Any one of us has a shot
at making nationals and doing
well,” Ranz said.
He added that the end of the
season is especially important

to the seniors.
“I think our guys are starting
to see it’s getting down to
crunch time, especially us
seniors. This is definitely the
best team (at MSUM) I’ve seen
going into the regional tournament,” Ranz said.
The NSIC all-conference
teams were announced this
week. MSUM representatives
on the first team include
Radunz, sophomore Ben Keen
(141 pounds), sophomore
Danny Meyer (149), junior
Josh Jansen (157) and senior
Ryan Kopiasz (184).
Members of the second team
are senior Jeremy Kellar (133),
freshman Alan Huigens (165),
freshman Quintin Utley (174)
and freshman Jordan Vallie
(Heavyweight).
Moen can be reached
at caseymoen@hotmail.com.

2. Jordan and Chamberlain each hold a
career average of 30.1 poings per game.
Jordan acheived the mark over 15 seasons and Chamberlain over 14 seasons.
Answers:
1. Rod Carew was the AL MVP in 1977.
He had career highs in 12 categories and
led the league with 239 hits.

FOOTBALL

Dragon football signs 19 recruits to national letters of intent
By DUSTIN MONKE
Sports Editor

MSUM head football coach Ralph
Micheli announced the Dragons’ 2004
recruiting class last week.
Of the 15 freshmen and four transfers signed by the Dragons, eight are
from Minnesota, four are from North
Dakota, three are from Wisconsin, two
are from Texas, one is from Illinois and
one is from Indiana.
Leading the incoming freshman class
is Trevor Dally, a 6-foot-3, 275-pound
offensive lineman from Fosston,
Minn.; Tyler Hagen, a 6-foot, 160pound defensive back from Moorhead
and Dustin Lynch, a 6-foot-1, 195pound outside linebacker from
Kenosha, Wisc.
Dally was an all-section and all-conference pick for Fosston High School.
“He’s going to compete for some time
on the offensive line,” Micheli said.
Hagen was voted Minnesota all-state
honorable mention with the Spuds.

A
LOOK
AHEAD

Lynch was named Gatorade player NDSU in Daniel Reed, a 5-foot-11, 205
of the year in Wisconsin. He was pound
inside
linebacker
from
picked for the all-city, all-county and Hillsboro, N.D.
“We’ve got some kids who have a
all-conference teams at St. Joseph’s
chance to play,” said Micheli.
High School.
The coach also pointed out that the
“He’s an outstanding defensive player,” Micheli said. “We think he’s got a Dragons have not finished recruiting.
He said they are still
good chance to play.”
checking out at least six
L ynch proved he
players, including quarcould be explosive on
terbacks and punters.
the
offensive
end,
scoring
10
touchCurrently,
MSUM
We’ve got some kids
only has two quarterdowns as a running
who have a chance
backs on the roster,
back for the Lancers
to play.
sophomore
Sean
his senior season.
Belmont and freshman
Area players signed by
Derek Smith.
MSUM include Kyle
Ralph Micheli
MSUM head football coach
Balster, a 6-foot-1 wide
The Dragons are
receiver from West
also without a fulltime punter.
Fargo; Matt Even, a 6Junior kicker Clint Greer did most of
foot-5 wide receiver from Detroit
Lakes, Minn.; Dennis Oswald, a 6-foot the punting for MSUM last season, but
running back from Frazee, Minn. and Micheli hopes they can find a full-time
Riley Rude, a 5-foot-10 kicker from punter instead of having Greer handle
both placekicking and punting duties.
Fargo South High School.
Rounding out the Dragons high
The Dragons snagged a transfer from

MEN’S HOOPS
The Dragons basketball team
will travel to Winona State
Friday and Concordia-St.
Paul Saturday.

“

WOMEN’S HOOPS
The MSUM women’s hoops
team hits the road to face
Winona State Friday and
No. 6 Concordia-St. Paul
Saturday.

school recruits are David Desmond
(Kimberly, Wisc.), OL, 6-2, 270; Ryan
Doble (Prior Lake, Minn.), SS/OLB, 60, 180; Eric Eager (Tartan High School,
Oakdale, Minn.), WR, 6-3, 190; Chris
Lopez (Southwest High School, San
Antonio, Texas), OL, 6-0, 250; Cesar
Magallon (Elgin-Plainview High School,
Plainview, Minn.), K, 5-10, 160; Brian
Simonette (Prior Lake, Minn.), DB, 6-0,
178; Davy Sjostrom (Century High
School, Bismarck, N.D.), DB, 5-10, 170
and Adam Vander Zanden (Kimberly,
Wisc.), ILB, 6-0, 212, 170.
Other incoming transfers include
juniors Adam Baker (Carmel, Ind.,
Minnesota State Community and
Technical College-Fergus Falls), WR,
5-10, 180; Cortez Evens (Chicago, Ill.,
Concordia-St. Paul), FB, 5-9, 200 and
Yvan Salazar (Lanier High School, San
Antonio, Texas, Hibbing Community
College), RB/KR, 5-7, 160.

WRESTLING
The No. 18 Dragons enter
the NCAA Division II North
Region duals at
Edwardsville, Ill. Saturday
and Sunday.

Monke can be reached
at dmonke@forumcomm.com.

TRACK AND FIELD
MSUM enrolls in the NSIC
championships at Wayne
(Neb.) State College
Thursday, Friday and
Saturday.
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MSUM dogged again
Runs change MSUM’s fate Free throws bury Dragons
By DUSTIN MONKE
Sports Editor

The last time MSUM met the
University of Minnesota-Duluth, the
Dragons still had their heads above
water in the NSIC standings.
The Bulldogs on the
other
hand,
had
almost hit rock bottom
in the conference for
the first time in years.
The
middle
of
January was the last
time the two faced off
this season. Since
then, things have
Buchanan
changed. The two
teams have literally switched places.
Coming into the game, the Dragons
(12-13, 5-9 NSIC) had dropped five out
of their last six. Where as the Bulldogs
(15-10, 8-6 NSIC) had won five of their
last six.
MSUM’s woes continued as the
Bulldogs earned a 77-60 victory
Thursday at Romano Gymnasium
in Duluth.
Shooting troubles hampered the visiting Dragons in the first half, shooting
only 31 percent from the field.
Despite the Bulldogs’ shooting 52
percent from the field, MSUM only
trailed 31-25 at halftime.
Minnesota-Duluth then tore off on a
10-2 run in the first four minutes of
the second half.
“I don’t know how it got out of hand so
quickly,” junior guard Ben Aalto said.

The Bulldogs went off on an 11-0 run
for three and half minutes before the
11 minute mark of the second half,
giving themselves a 59-41 lead.
“We had no execution on offense,”
Aalto said. “We were at a stand-still, we
just weren’t moving.”
Junior forward Deandre Buchanan led
the Dragons in scoring with 17 points
and shot 7 of 11 from the field. The
MSUM team on the other hand wasn’t
as lucky, shooting 23-59 from the field.
“We got some open shots, we just
didn’t capitalize,” Buchanan said.
Senior center Eric Prchal got on from
the outside, hitting 4 of 6 from 3-point
range for 12 points.
Minnesota-Duluth senior guard
Dusty Decker scored 15 points for the
Bulldogs and senior Hudson Denny
had a career-high 14 points.
Minnesota-Duluth head coach Gary
Holquist reached a milestone with the
win, becoming the fifth coach in the
school’s history to get 100 wins.
MSUM is currently sitting at sixth
place in the NSIC with one weekend of
regular season action remaining.
“Right now we’re just trying to win,”
MSUM head coach Stu Engen said.
The Dragons finish the regular season
on the road this weekend. They are 1-5
in conference road games this season.
“We’ve got to see if we can get out
there and get ourselves another win,”
Engen said.
Monke can be reached
at dmonke@forumcomm.com.

By JOSEPH BOUSHEE
Staff Writer

The foul line was anything but foul to
the University of Minnesota-Duluth
Thursday night.
The Dragons ended up creating many
scoring opportunities
for the opposition, as
Minnesota-Duluth
came out the winner
74-64 at Romono
Gymnasium, making
MSUM’s chances of
hosting a playoff
game more uncertain.
The referee’s calls
Wilson
were far in favor of
the Bulldogs, (15-9, 7-6 NSIC) who
made 24 of 32 attempts from the freethrow line in the second half.
“I thought we were really prepared,”
said freshman guard Lindsey Anderson.
“A few calls didn’t go our way.”
MSUM head coach Karla Nelson said
the score was not indicative of the
effort put forth by the Dragons.
“Defensively, we played really well,”
Nelson said. “It was a tough and
physical game.”
It was a close game throughout, as neither team led by more than five points.
The Dragons took a 29-25 lead into
halftime and held the lead for the first
part of the second half.
However, the game was determined
by free-throw opportunities, and the
Bulldogs got more than their share,
hitting 28 of 37 (76 percent) from the

charity stripe.
The Dragons weren’t as lucky from
the foul line. The team managed to bag
only 13 of 20 attempts.
Leading MSUM in scoring was junior
guard Dana Weibel with 18 points.
Senior forward Liz Klukas added 13
points and five rebounds.
Senior guard Kris Wilson became the
10th MSUM women’s basketball player
to reach the 1,000 career points mark,
finishing with 10 points.
Leading the charge for the Bulldogs
was sophomore forward Lindsey Dietz
with 26 points along with hitting 13 of
16 free-throw attempts.
Junior center Natalie Hopkins had
another 14 points and five boards.
The Dragons’ record fell to 14-11
overall, but more importantly, their
NSIC record fell to 7-7 as the playoffs
edge nearer.
The Dragons are in dire need of wins
over Winona State and No. 6 ConcordiaSt. Paul this weekend to secure a home
game for the NSIC tournament.
The Warriors (15-10, 7-7 NSIC) are
tied with the Dragons for fourth in the
conference, but had the tie breaker
advantage because of an 81-80 win
over MSUM at Alex Nemzek Fieldhouse
in January.
The Golden Bears (22-2, 12-1 NSIC)
were crowned NSIC regular season
champions this week and are just looking to the finish the season strong.
Boushee can be reached
at joebousheeusa@yahoo.com.

INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD

Dragon track and field excels at final regular season indoor meet
By CASEY MOEN
Staff Writer

Heather Schuster’s hurried
dash for the finish line seemed
a reflection of the frenzied
pace around her.
It was as if she didn’t have
time for second place.
Schuster, a sophomore, led
for most of the 800-meter. She
eventually won with a time of
2 minutes, 18.95 seconds at
the Bison Classic.
She and the rest of the men’s
and women’s indoor track and
field team competed with athletes from across the region at
the NDSU Bison Sports Arena
in Fargo, Thursday.
Schuster wanted to improve
her qualifying time in the
800 in hopes of a national
tournament bid.
However, another reason
for her early finish might
have been to watch freshman
two-sport star Brooke Wehri
compete in her first meet of
the season.
Already a qualified diver
nationals in the 1-meter diving
event as a member of the MSUM
diving team, Wehri joined her

track and field teammates for
the first time Thursday.
Her debut on the track
didn’t disappoint.
Wehri provisionally qualified in the pole vault with a
height of 11 feet. She also
took sixth behind sophomore
teammate Hillary Thomas in
the 55-meter.
“She did awesome,” freshman Jessica Trautwein said of
Wehri’s performances. “She
hasn’t lost any ground. It
seems like she’s been practicing with us all year.”
Trautwein also did well, finishing seventh in the high
jump and eighth in the long
jump. She finished behind
seven athletes from NDSU,
three of whom provisionally
qualified for nationals.
Senior Belinda Eastlack finished second once again in
the weight throw, even
though her heave of 58-5 feet
was good enough to set a new
school record.
Eastlack previously held the
school mark of 58-2-feet.
For the sixth consecutive
week, Eastlack’s only superior in the weight throw was

MSUM
assistant
throws
coach Diandra Gallagher,
competing unattached.
On the men’s side, senior Marc
Brown finished fourth in the 55
in a crowded field that included
two sprinters from NDSU
and Starr Roberts, MSUM
sprints and hurdles coach.
Roberts also took first in the
200-meter ahead of Brown and
sophomore Mike Shonblom.
Junior Joe L ynch took
fourth in the mile run and
eighth in the 1000-meter.

Lynch’s time in the mile was
a remarkable seven seconds
faster than his previous personal best.
“We’re peaking at the right
time,” Mark Thompson, multievents and jumps coach said.
The Bison Classic was the
last meet of the indoor regular
season before Dragon athletes
contend with the best in the
conference today, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday.
MSUM will travel to Wayne,
Neb., at the campus of Wayne

State, for the NSIC Indoor
Track and Field Championship.
The Dragons who have qualified for nationals will then go
on to Boston for the national
meet March 12-13.
Asked what the Dragons
need to do to prepare for the
conference championships,
Trautwein said it’s simple.
“We just need to stay focused
and stay healthy.”
Moen can be reached
at caseymoen@hotmail.com.
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Help Wanted
Ideal job for students doing light
commercial cleaning in office
settings. Must be able to work
Monday through Friday, early
evenings with every weekend
off. Shifts vary from two to five
hours per day. Apply in person at
3431 4th Ave. S., Suite C.
Need to make money, but don’t
want to work for $6/hr? Call
(888) 465-0148 to set up an
appointment. Join our team!
(Fargo-Moorhead based).
Looking for a change of view?
Come to the mountains of New
Hampshire. Camp Robindel is
looking for a patient, fun, highenergy staff. Learn more at
www.robindel.com, and apply
online or call (218) 498-0430.
Live-in. Need college girl to live
in private home. Pay your way
through college and gain excellent work experience with this
great job. Room, board and
$150/month. (701) 237-3959.
YOUNG LIFE: We’re trying to
start YL in the F-M area. If
you’re familiar with YL and are
interested in helping, call
Danielle at 388-0314.
Aspiring models and Talent:
Males/females 21+ to audition
for local, honest, and fun
model/talent agency. Join
Ultimate Image, the fastest
growing agency in North Dakota.
(701) 271-0402.
BASEBALL COACHES needed
for West Fargo Legion and
Senior Babe Ruth summer programs. Contact Mike Nelson at
282-3249 (during business
hours).

CLASSIFIEDS
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT:
Counselors, speech and occupational therapists and aides, reading instructors and recreation,
crafts and waterfront personnel
needed for a summer camp in
North Dakota. Work with children
with special needs. Salary plus
room and board. Contact Dan
Mimnaugh at (701) 327-4251 or
grasbek@bektel.com.

For Rent
Large 3 bed, 2 bath duplex with
large family room, laundry and
extra room. Heat paid, $800/mo.
Open now or March 1, 2380081.
“X” MARKS THE SPOT, 6, 9 or
12 mo. lease, brand new, dbl
gar, w/d, a/c, comm. rm, elev.
and soooo much more. CALL
NOW! 356-9999. Sorry no pets.
EHO.
Nice 2 bedroom apartments,
walk to school. $300/month for
summer, $420-$440/month for
fall. Heat/water paid. Garages or
off-street parking. Call Jon at
233-0203 or 790-4866.
For Rent: Beautiful large home
with three bedrooms. Close to
MSUM and Concordia. No
pets/No smoking. 298-6253.
Roommate needed. Large house
near campus. Fully furnished,
washer/dryer, own bedroom, offstreet parking. $225 plus utilities,
March 1st through May. Call Jen
(218) 831-3863.
Large 3 bed apt. 1/2 block from
MSUM. Heat paid, laundry.
$600/mo. Open now or March 1,
238-0081.
APARTMENTS FOR RENT:
Summer or school year ‘04-‘05.
One, two, three and four bedrooms. 1 to 4 people. Also, efficiency and roommates. Located
between campuses and north of
campus. 236-1143.

Beautiful one bedroom, fully furnished apt. in downtown Fargo.
For lease up to 9 months. Rental
dates negotiable. $350.
Spacious, hardwood floors,
French doors, porch. Call Tanner
730-4869.

For Sale
Stereo Component Systemreceiver, equalizer, cassette
deck, turntable, 6 pack CD
player, speakers and cabinet
$400, OBO. Total Gym 2000
with accessory kit, excellent condition, $450, OBO. 6 piece
luggage, good condition, $45,
OBO. Call (218) 846-9336.
Minolta XG1 camera, 45mm
lens, auto flash, filters, strap and
case $250. OBO. Add’L 35mm
lenses: 28-80mm macro, 28mm
MC, 80-200mm zoom, 3 for $50,
or $20 each. Call (218) 846-9336.
For sale: Several one-way tickets to The Hague. After Nov.
2004, they will go to the White
House, where they are sure to
get used. Make an offer
at www.ourkidsRf**ked.com
SPRING BREAK with Mazatlan
Express. Mazatlan/Cancun.
From $499+. Or earn a free trip
by being a rep. (800) 366-4786
or www.mazexp.com.
Acapulco Spring Break for $100
less per room with Bianchi-Rossi
Tours! Call 1-800-875-4525
NOW before it’s too late!
Save Money - Book Now with Acapulco’s #1 Spring
Break company.
www.bianchi-rossi.com.

Miscellaneous
Free Pregnancy Testing with
RN’s. Your FirstChoice for pregnancy related concerns. Caring
and confidential. Clinic services:
237-6530.
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❒ POKER, from 3
Carney is convinced television has turned an old-man’s
game that once reeked of cigar
smoke and stale beer into a
reality sport that’s now considered “cool, hip and chic.”
The new image has created a
wide audience, a lot of new
players and some cult heroes
like the amateur Moneymaker
or professionals (“rounders”)
like Johnny Chan and Phil
Hellmuth Jr.
Televised celebrity tournaments, attracting the likes of
Ben Affleck, Martin Sheen and
Carrie Fisher, bring some
extra luster to the tables.

“What the TV shows don’t tell
you,” Carney said, “is that the
lucky few are the lone survivors of a field of hundreds of
players, each who put a few
thousand dollars on the line to
play for millions. And television doesn’t depict the years of
practice and research it takes
to become successful.”
If you’re curious, Carney
said there are literally hundreds of books about poker on
the market: from real life
adventures in “Positively Fifth
Street: Murderers, Cheetahs
and Binion’s World Series of
Poker” by James McManus,

and the autobiographical
“Amarillo Slim in a World Full
of Fat People: The Memoirs of
the Greatest Gambler Who
Ever Lived,” to the sheer theoretical, like David Sklansky’s
“The Theory of Poker.”
The game does come with a
caveat: addiction. Current
estimates suggest that 3 percent of the adult population
will experience a serious problem with gambling that can
result in significant debt, family disruption, job losses,
criminal activity or suicide.
Carney said, “Everything
comes with a risk. You just

have to learn when to leave
the table. Unfortunately, some
people can’t do that. ”
Carney uses the line from
the movie “Rounders” when
giving counsel about poker, “If
you can’t spot the sucker in
the first half hour at the table,
then you are the sucker.”
That’s good advice, for the
game of poker or the game of
life. Both seem to flourish
when skill mates with luck.
Fans of the new pop game
might also take a few tips from
an old pop tune, Kenny
Rogers’ hit, “The Gambler”:
“You got to know when to

hold ‘em, know when to fold
‘em,
“Know when to walk away
and know when to run.
“You never count your money
when you’re sittin’ at the
table.
“There'll be time enough for
countin’ when the dealin’s
done.
“Ev’ry gambler knows that
the secret to survivin’ is
knowin’ what to throw away
and knowing what to keep.
“‘Cause ev’ry hand’s a winner
and ev’ry hand’s a loser, and
the best that you can hope for
is to die in your sleep.”

